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cervical cancer, genital warts, & HPV:
What is the link?
Cervical cancer is caused by certain high-risk types of a virus—
human papillomavirus (HPV). Other types of HPV can cause genital 
warts. All types can cause abnormal cervical cells (see “What Are 
Abnormal Cervical Cells?” at right) and abnormal Pap tests. And, 
because HPV often has no signs or symptoms, many people don’t 
know they have it. For most women, the virus will go away on its 
own. But for some, cervical cancer can develop. Most often this can 
take a number of years, but in rare cases it can happen within a year.

How do people get HPV?
HPV is easily transmitted. Anyone who has any kind of sexual 
activity involving genital contact with an infected person can get 
HPV (intercourse isn’t necessary). Many people who have HPV may 
not show any signs or symptoms, so they can pass the virus on 
without even knowing it.

What are genital warts?
Genital warts are most often caused by certain types of HPV. They 
are usually soft, flesh-colored growths that can be raised or flat, 
small or large, alone or in clusters. The types of HPV that can  
cause genital warts are different from the types that can cause  
cervical cancer.

Who can get genital warts?
Anyone who has any kind of sexual activity involving genital contact 
can get genital HPV, and certain types of HPV can develop into genital 
warts. Because many people who have HPV may not show any signs 
or symptoms, they can transmit the virus without even knowing it. 
About 2 out of 3 people who have sexual contact with a person who 
has genital warts will also get them. And even if genital warts are 
treated, 25% of cases come back within 3 months if HPV is still present.

Now there’s GARDASIl
GARDASIL helps protect against 4 types of human papillomavirus 
(HPV): 2 types that cause 70% of cervical cancer cases, and 2 more 
types that cause 90% of genital warts cases. GARDASIL is for girls 
and young women ages 9 to 26.

What are abnormal cervical cells?
Abnormal cervical cells can be the first consequence of HPV. Also 
known as cervical dysplasia, they are cells in the lining of the  
cervix that have changed in appearance. The more severe the 
abnormality, the more likely it is that cervical cancer may develop  
in the future. Most often this can take a number of years, although 
in rare cases it can happen within a year. A Pap test looks for 
abnormal cervical cells before they have a chance to become 
precancerous or cervical cancer.

What is Cervical Cancer?
Cervical cancer is cancer of the cervix (the lower part of the uterus 
that connects to the vagina). Cervical cancer is caused by certain 
high-risk types of HPV. When a female becomes infected with 
certain types of HPV and the virus doesn’t go away on its own, 
abnormal cells can develop in the lining of the cervix. If not  
discovered early and treated, these abnormal cells can become 
cervical precancers and then cancer.

Who can get cervical cancer?
About half of all females diagnosed with cervical cancer are 
between 35 and 55 years old. What many of these women may 
not realize is that they were most likely exposed to one of the  
high-risk types of HPV during their teens and 20s.

Of the approximately 6 million new cases of genital HPV* in the 
United States every year, it is estimated that 74% of them occur  
in 15- to 24-year-olds.

*Number represents more than 30 genital HPV types, not just HPV 
Types 6, 11, 16, and 18.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT GARDASIL
Anyone who is allergic to the ingredients of GARDASIL should  
not receive the vaccine. GARDASIL is not for women who  
are pregnant. GARDASIL does not treat cervical cancer or  
genital warts. 

GARDASIL may not fully protect everyone, and does not prevent 
all types of cervical cancer, so it’s important to continue routine 
cervical cancer screenings. GARDASIL will not protect against 
diseases caused by other HPV types or against diseases not 
caused by HPV.

The side effects include pain, swelling, itching, and redness at 
the injection site, fever, nausea, dizziness, vomiting, and fainting. 
GARDASIL is given as 3 injections over 6 months.

Only a doctor or health care professional can decide if GARDASIL 
is right for you or your daughter.
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